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The great Passover festival was about to begin, and Jerusalem was packed to  
the rafters with Jews from all over the Roman world gathering to celebrate  
the great exodus from the wilderness. Many in the crowds had heard of  
Jesus - of the miracles, the healings and teachings, and suddenly here  
was this guy fulfilling the prophecy that Zechariah had given, more  
than five hundred years previously. As Jesus rode into Jerusalem on  
a donkey, the crowd cheered and celebrated, throwing down palm  
leaves and shouting ‘Hosanna’. What a sight that must have been. 

 
And yet we know how the story unfolds, and the 
cruellest thing to me about Palm Sunday has always 
been that it is those same people hailing Jesus as 
King on the Sunday, who are baying for his blood by 
Friday. Yet we mustn’t let that knowledge detract 
from the celebration that was Palm Sunday, because 
the good news of the gospel is embedded in this 
journey. Jesus knew what was coming. He knew that 
this day signified the beginning of the end of his 
earthly life; he knew that the same people saluting 
him as King would be crying ‘crucify him’, but he still 
rode into Jerusalem as a King. Not as an earthly 
military king in power on a horse, but in humility and 
peace on a colt. As a King ready to serve, rather than 
to be served, hinting at what was to come over the 
course of the next few days. 
 
If we wonder where Jesus is in this present age, we 
look at Palm Sunday, and we see that He’s surely 

with us. He’s known the highs and the lows of earthly life; He’s experienced the heartaches and 
the sorrows; He’s walked there before us, and He feels our pain.  
 
On Palm Sunday, Jesus was being radically obedient, knowing that things were going to get as 
bad as they could, journeying in humility to serve each and every one of us.  
 
As we spend this Palm Sunday in our own homes, let’s follow this journey of humility trusting in 
the one who has trod this path before us and confident in the hope for all that’s yet to come. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bev Jones  
Mission and Ministry Coordinator at The Methodist Church  
Bolton and Rochdale District 

 

 

the good news of the gospel is embedded in this journey 
 


