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Thinking yesterday of the importance of keeping our eyes 
focused very clearly on Jesus, reminded me of a story that  
I had heard about Roger Bannister, the British middle 
distance athlete, who on May 6, 1954, became the first man 
in history to run a mile in less than 4 minutes. Although that 
was a great, much celebrated event, within  
2 months, John Landy had eclipsed the record by 1.4 
seconds, and so the following month, the two met together 
for a historic race – to see who was the fastest.  
As they moved into the last lap, Landy held the lead. It 
looked as if he’d win, but as he neared the finish he was 
haunted by the question, "Where’s Bannister?" As he 
turned to look, Bannister ran past him and took the lead. 
Landy later told a Time magazine reporter,  
 
 
 
We are constantly reminded in the Bible to keep our focus on Jesus, and in Luke’s Gospel, we’re 
told:  
 
 
 
That sounds quite harsh when we read it but what Jesus wants is total commitment – to follow 
where He leads and not be preoccupied with what’s gone before.  
 

As we travel through this current crisis, we need to be constantly looking at where Jesus is leading. 
Where the Holy Spirit is already at work in the communities that we are a part of. The pandemic 
has had enormous impact on peoples’ lives and on their spirituality, and it feels very important 
that we recognise the needs of those in our communities as we plan for re-opening our church 
buildings sometime in the future.  
 

It feels vital to start from where we are now, rather than where we were before, responding to 
current needs rather than just ‘picking up where we left off ’, and recognising that for many 
people, it will be about processing grief and loss. We will need to make time and space to listen to 
people, and to walk with them through their experiences, responding to the needs that they have.   
Depending on when and how our church buildings re-open, a large part of the church going 
forward will be how we respond to where people are and what they have experienced. We need 
to prayerfully react to what’s needed, adopting what Alan Scott refers to as,  
 
 
 
 

As we rightly recognise all that has gone before, let’s not be guilty of wanting to go back to how 
things were, and risk missing the opportunity to step into all that God has in store as we move 
forward in his strength, to all that is to come. 
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 "If I hadn't looked back, I would have won!" 
 

‘no-one who puts his hand to the plough and looks back 
is fit for service in the kingdom of God.’  Luke 9:62  (NIV) 
 

‘a father’s heart: speaking hope, life and compassion into the 
    city’s residents and praying for its ultimate restoration.’ 
 


